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It emerged fron'r the undcrground c'clc-
courier circuit and has becornc the 1c:rr's
hot trcncl in nrr>'*'hccled cool. But u'hilc
plcnn'hars bccn matlc of thc pcrccivcd
dangcrs of fixcd-n'hecl bikes - gcarlcss and
sometimcs brlkelcss - lcss has bccrr said
about rhc fact thar "fixccl" culrurc is doing
!o monochrome urban cvcling rvhat those
candr'-coloured Macs clid to the greige
n'orld of PC design.

It r.r'ould bc rvrong to suggest thc Trixie
Chix, an all-fenralc group of ridcrs based in
London, clig fixccl-s'hecl bikcs purelv for
their aesthctic pleasurcs. But, scrioush,
rvhat bike nut u'oulcln't bc thrillccl bv
Vclocin' Dccp V rims paircd r.r'irh matching
orange Michclin nrcs, or, for th:rt nlattcr,
fluoropgccn nug u'heels on a fuchsia

Brick Lrrne. t() compctc in "roller-rlcc"
evcnts such as Rollrrprluza (the Chix's
Aglta \\trznicka is a currcrrt chrrmp), ro
pull up at n()tlrblc "fixccl" boozcrs such irs
Hackner"s Cat & Mutton ancl theJohn
Snorv in Soho, or to enjov rhe occasional
clclc clatc. There is no shortage oi offcrs. it
sccnrs. "Wc ahvavs gct a sccond look fronr
gu)s, sal's Estclle Rogcrs.
trixiechix.cont
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Thev riclc clreirnrl' Europcrrn race mirchincs
bv Colnago, Biirnchi ancl Pinirrcllo, dcvour
Roulcur nrrrgizine rrnd are fans of the cult
road-racing apparcl br:rncl Rlpha.

Srend at rhe raffic lights rrt 7.-l.5am
on iln\' '*'eckrinv rnornirrg, lncl xru'tl he
forgivcn for rhinking, vou \,\'crc $'rrching,
the Tour de Frirnce. Thc lights chrr.rgc lnd,
posscsscd bv thc spirit of Eddv Merckx.
thc Roatl Roulcurs surge 'i\\'a\', m far as
the next junction. Come rain or shinc, the
4O-milc round trip is u'orth it: afrer all,
thojrc training for thc L'Errrpc clu Tour
()r thc punishing, Marntorrc ocnts again.

Slcek, specdv :rnd. in dl l ikcl ihoocl,
$'orking in thc Cin' or a profcssion (thosc
bikes cost r pretn pcnnv), the morc
nrodish of thcnr cschc$' ProTour strips in
favour of Rapha's tasrcfullr- rcsrraincd kit.
"Tcam jersevs have branding irll ovcr
them," savs Quinn Har.r'kins, il crinlinal
barristcr :rnd Rirpha dcvotcc. "R:rphl
colours ilre snlrrt and rcferencc fanrous
clinrbs such irs thc Mortirolo in ltllr'."

Er-cn for thcsc c-rclc obscssives, ir isn't

lust about thc bikc. n
rdphd.cc

- 
rcfirrbcd Fausro Coppi frame?'Thc point is

! thcse bikes nrc ,., ."i, to customisc.:' sa.'s

I Emilv Ezekiel. "Mv bike is pink rncl green.
j Whilc fixcd rcmains an cliquish sccnc,
H steeped in protocol, the Trixie Chix linr to

$ cncourage more fenrale ridcrs to join, ancl

$ rhc ccnrral spokc of thcir manifcsro is

f pcrsuasivc: tr> h:rvc lots of fun. Accorclinpdr,
i rhev get togcther to plav bike polo near




